specialized field, but also to those others who wish to keep abreast of fundamental research into the cancer problem. The editors are to be congratulated on having brought together the separate chapters to form a well-balanced and clearly written monograph. N This short and readable booklet covers aspects of platelet storage and transfusion likely to interest the clinician and the haematologist. It contains papers presented at a symposium held in July 1978,and has to compete with a very much more substantial publication ofa symposium on platelet infusion (The Blood Platelet in Transfusion Therapy. Progress in Clinical and Biological Research, vol 28. Alan R Liss, New York). Its style is very much that of the verbatim transcript. However, the sometimes irrelevant but often highly illuminating or entertaining discussions that usually are included in a published symposium, and which surely must have taken place at this gathering, are not included.
One can only regard 'Platelet Transfusion' as an introductory text to be followed by far deeper reading into this complex and developing therapeutic modality. As an introductory text, it serves very well. As it is inexpensive, most haematology departments and blood banks would wish to own a copy.
EGO TUDDENHAM

Senior Lecturer in Haematology Royal Free Hospital, London
The Beta-Iactam Antibiotics: penicillins and cephalosporins in perspective Sydney Selwyn pp 364 £8.95 London: Hodder & Stoughton 1980
The availability in recent years of numerous semisynthetic penicillins and cephalosporins has led to confusion in the minds of those prescribing them and those responsible for predicting which might be most beneficial for particular patients. This account of the origins of these drugs and of their properties will be of interest to many. There is an extensive bibliography, invaluable to microbiologists, clinical pharmacologists and others interested in these drugs. The main author and editor is a well-known medical historian and has long been interested in the beta-Iactam drugs. Dr R W Lacey is responsible for 4 of the 12 chapters and M Bakhtiar for part of the chapter on in vitro tests. The illustrations in the historical part of the book are admirable but in the chapter on in vitro tests fall below the general standard, particularly figures 5 and 9. An interpretation of synergy between methicillin and fusidic acid in figure 5 seems particularly dubious. Criticisms of present practice of in vitro tests, admittedly far from perfect, need not be taken too seriously. The onus is on critics to demonstrate improvements convincingly, which these authors fail to do. compassion and concern'. (4) 'Doctors, nurses and dentists treat patients, not just diseases. It is doubtful how far academic psychology or sociology makes the appropriate contribution to this side of medical education'. (5) 'The worlds of medicine and social work are highly professionalized with professional values, professional expertise, and a concern for professional status. It is easy for people working in such worlds to become out of touch with ordinary people, to cease to listen to them ... The cure for this is a deepening self-consciousness, and an enriching of the perception of ordinary human relationships'.
Unfortunately, their philosophizing shows a lack of contact with reality and therefore a lack of balance. Characteristic of this is their artificial differentiation between disease and illness: a classical example of playing with words to no good effect. This tendency to play with words is further exemplified by the inclusion of an appendix on 'Ethics, Morals and Moral Philosophy' concerned entirely with the definitions of these three words (or phrases), typical of which is the following: 'In popular speech the term "morals" has become narrowed to matters of sexual behaviour, whereas high-minded people who are aware that there are problems of conduct other than sexual ones have pre-empted the word "ethics" to refer to them'.
It is, however, a stimulating, if not necessarily satisfying, book and includes much food for thought -if only it had been more carefully coordinated.
WILLIAM A R THOMSON
